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New dean of KCON brings
strong research background
A University of Louisville nursing administrator and professor has been named the new dean of Grand
Valley's Kirkhof College of Nursing.
Cynthia A. McCurren will begin her new duties in November. She will replace
Phyllis Gendler, who has served as dean since 2001.
McCurrenjoined the University of Louisville School of Nursing in 1983 and
has since held varying administrative and faculty roles, including as director of
nursing research at the University of Louisville Hospital. She is the current
interim dean of the School of Nursing. She holds bachelor's and master's
degrees in nursing from the University of Missouri and a doctorate from the
University of Kentucky.
The School of Nursing in Louisville has 870 undergraduate and 120 graduate
students. A doctoral nursing program began in 2005 .
McCurren said she is excited to begin her new role and continue "the real
Cynthia A. McCurren
passion for quality nursing education" at KCON. "From my brief visit to Grand
Rapids, I could sense so much potential and opportunity for growth for the Kirkhof College of Nursing to
interface within the West Michigan area," she said.
McCurren has a strong research background in gerontology and has completed numerous studies focusing on
depression among elders and confusion among hospitalized elders. She is a member of the National
Gerontology Nursing Association and helped develop a geriatric course emphasis for Louisville nursing
students.
She said she is also interested in continuing to develop interdisciplinary programs and partnerships at GVSU.
McCurren participates in several national workgroups looking at broadening health care education to include
more interdisciplinary work. "All health professionals should be educated to deliver patient-centered care as
members of interdisciplinary teams," she said. "One key to fostering interdisciplinary practice is
interdisciplinary classroom and clinical education."
Provost Gayle R. Davis said McCurren's interdisciplinary approach and leadership style are good fits for
KCON and the university.
"She brings many years of administrative experience, a commitment to interdisciplinary collaborations, an
inclusive and supportive leadership style, and a vision for the college that will ensure its leadership role in
nursing education in West Michigan and beyond," Davis said.
Gendler, who joined Grand Valley in 1973, plans to work with nursing faculty members to continue
developing the college's gerontology initiatives and give more attention to osteoporosis research.
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Opening address by Haas
planned before convocation
President Thomas J. Haas will give an opening address prior to convocation on August 24.
All faculty and staff members are invited to his speech, scheduled for 10 a.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre,
Performing Arts Center.
Convocation will follow at 11 :30 a.m. in the Fieldhouse Arena. Haas, Provost Gayle R. Davis, Faculty Senate
Chair Rob Franciosi and Student Senate President Frank Foster will make remarks. People who plan to process
will robe in the Fieldhouse Dance Studio; they should notify the Dean of Students Office by visiting the Web
site www.gvsu.edu/dos and clicking on "convocation" or calling x13585.
The all-campus picnic is scheduled from 12:30-1 :30 p.m. near the Cook Carillon Tower. No reservations are
needed to attend.
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Across Campus
ARAMARK chef wins national trophy
Paul Mixa, chef and manager of the Fresh Food Company, brought another national championship to Grand
Valley, winning a gold medal in the North American ARAMARK Culinary Excellence Competition.
The July 30 competition in New Orleans pitted top chefs
from colleges and universities across the nation and
Canada against each other. In March, Mixa competed
against Michigan chefs and won a spot on the Midwest
team with Joseph Burdi from Loyola University and
Roberto Villagomez of the University Center of Chicago.

Mixa said the teams had to create three-course meals. His
team prepared tuna, lamb and a coconut milk cake plus
homemade gellato for dessert. "There were some highend dishes, but there are things we can take back to
campus," he said.
The top prize provides more than bragging rights, Mixa
will be off on a culinary tour of Italy later this fall.

Photo courtesy of Campus Dining
From left, Chris Hackem, Andrew Kerin and Mark Nelson salute the 2007
Higher Education ACE Challenge Champions. Paul Mixa, chef and manager of
Fresh Food Company, is second from right.

ARAMARK Culinary Excellence recognizes and rewards outstanding chefs throughout the organization. The
competition provides ARAMARK chefs with the opportunity to showcase their culinary expertise with a
broader audience in a competitive environment.

GVSU expands cooperation with overseas institutions
Grand Valley will explore opportunities for collaboration with two new universities, after Memos of
Understanding were signed.
In June, President Thomas J. Haas signed an MOU with
Y asar Siitbeyaz, his counterpart at Atatiirk University in
Erzurum, Turkey. They met each other through a similar
relationship between Atatiirk and Haas ' s previous university,
SUNY-Cobleskill.

"This relationship may turn out to be a useful complement to
the existing relationship we already have with another
Turkish university, Middle East Technical University in
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Ankara," said Mark Schaub, executive director of the Padnos
International Center. "While we will likely not be sending
undergraduate students on their own to study at Atattirk, this
MOU opens the door to potential collaboration between
faculty and in non-academic areas like student services."
In July, an MOU was signed with the University of West
Indies. GVSU established a formal exchange partnership with
the university in 2000; Schaub said this MOU may lead to a
renewal of that relationship, including a possible student
exchange.
The two new relationships build on the existing partnerships
that GVSU has with more than 25 institutions in 15 countries.

Photo by Courtney Newbauer
From left, Mark Schaub, President Thomas J. Haas and Provost Gayle R.
Davis sign an agreement with Atatilrk University in Erzurum, Turkey.
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GVFaces
Reynaldo Soares
Living center director
Kistler Living Center director Reynaldo Soares will have something in common with his residents.
Soares is also new to Grand Valley,joining Housing and Residence Life in July after spending the last five
years at the University of West Florida in Pensacola. At UWF, he worked at the Student Disability Resource
Center for two years and for another two years with the Office of Student
Activities.
"I really look forward to getting to know my residents, and interacting with
them in a positive way, helping them to get the best out of their college
experience," Soares said. "I don't really feel nervous about my job, but opening
day is - · for sure - a critical day for all of us in housing."
Soares said he looks forward to working with freshmen and sees it as a great
opportunity to help them survive college.
"I was a teacher assistant for Freshman Year Experience at UWF, and that was
very interesting because I had a chance to share my experiences and make an
impact in students' lives," he said.
Reynaldo Soares

He earned a bachelor's degree in management and master' s degree in education from UWF.
Soares said training with his new colleagues has been a great experience.
"I am happy for the opportunity to better know my colleagues and learn a lot from them," he said. "Everyone
has been very helpful making my transition to Grand Valley easier than I was expecting. I am really excited
about being at GVSU and look forward to working with the university for a long time."
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What's Ahead
Students will detail Guatemala service-learning trip
Students in a global citizenship course at Grand Valley will share their experiences from a recent service-learning trip to
Guatemala.
"Memory, Truth and Justice: A Benefit for Guatemala," is scheduled for Wednesday, August 8, from 6-9 p.m. at Wealthy
Theatre, 1130 Wealthy St. SE, Grand Rapids. The event is open to the public, with a suggested $5 donation at the door. It
will include live music, food, information on Guatemalan non-profit organizations, student photography and art exhibits,
student documentary screening, and a brief Guatemalan history presentation.
The students in the course took part in a five-week study of the history of Guatemala, globalization, solidarity,
sustainability and activism at Grand Valley. Once completed, students traveled to Guatemala in June for 16 days. There,
students delved into the history of Guatemala and learned about the role of the U.S. in the hopes of better understanding
the current political and economic situation in Guatemala.
This international service learning course was a part of the Liberal Studies and Latin American Studies programs. For
more information, contact Melissa Baker-Boosamra or Dawn Heartwell at x18020.

Annual faculty/staff picnic planned
Join Grand Valley colleagues and their guests at the annual Faculty and Staff Picnic, scheduled for August 23 from 5-8
p.m. in the De Vos Center courtyard.
Hosted by President Thomas J. Haas, the theme is "A Delicious Adventure in Michigan." RSVP by August 15 by sending
an e-mail to presidentrsvp@gvsu.edu or calling x12100.

Johnson Center to host leadership conference
The Dorothy A. Johnson Center of Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership at Grand Valley will host a leadership
conference for nonprofit board members and executives.
"Governing Nonprofits for Success - Advance Your Mission with a Dynamic Board/CEO Partnership" will be held
September 14, from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Loosemore Auditorium at the DeVos Center.
The keynote speaker, Carol Weisman, is the founder and president of Board Builders and an internationally recognized
expert on philanthropy, fundraising, and nonprofit governance. Weisman is also a former comedian; her keynote and
breakout sessions promise to be both informative and entertaining.
Registration is limited and open through August 31. The conference fee is $55 for the first registrant from an organization,
$50 for each subsequent registrant from that organization.
For more information or to register, call the Johnson Center at xl 7031 or visit www.johnsoncenter.org.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Dalila Kovacs, assistant professor of chemistry, was interviewed by Natural Resources News Service in
Washington, D.C., for a story about green chemistry education at Grand Valley.
Sketches
Carl Ruetz, assistant professor at the Annis Water Resources Institute, co-authored an article, "Sampling a
Littoral Fish Assemblage: Comparison of Small-Mesh Fyke Netting and Boat Electrofishing," published in
North American Journal of Fisheries Management.
Cheryl Boudreaux, assistant professor of sociology, was elected to a three-year term as vice president of the
Society for the Study of Social Problems.
Al Steinman, director of the Annis Water Resources Institute, has been appointed by the International Joint
Commission to a three-year term as a member of the Public Interest Advisory Group. His role is to provide
advice and engage public involvement in the Upper Great Lakes Study.
Sister Lucia Treanor, affiliate faculty member in the Writing Department, wrote a book review, 1599: A Year
in the Life of William Shakespeare, published in Early Theatre.
WGVU Productions received a Gabriel Award from the Catholic Academy for "Hope College Christmas
Vespers 2006."
Elena Lioubimtseva, associate professor of geography and planning, gave a presentation, "Impacts of Climate
Change on the Landscapes and Human Vulnerability of Arid Central Asia," at the World Congress of
International Association for Landscape Ecology.
Hermann Kurthen, associate professor of sociology, co-wrote an article, "Front-Stage and Back-Stage in
Hybrid E-Leaming Face-to-Face Courses," published in the International Journal On E-Learning.
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